[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: RTR_cap_badge[1]] 








ROYAL TANK REGIMENT ASSOCIATION - MERSEYSIDE BRANCH

FEBRUARY 2021 NEWS LETTER

President: 	Mr.  Bob Jones				Chairman:	Mr. David (Dixie) Deans
Secretary:	Mr. Tom McClymont				Treasurer: 	Mr. Paddy Carroll

The Branch held its first Zoom meeting on Wednesday 3rd  February 2021 with fourteen Members taking part. .
After some teething problems we eventually got the meeting underway and had a successful formal meeting and general get together. 
We were all on a steep learning curve and Paddy Carroll is to be congratulated on putting the meeting together and keeping us in line as to the Zoom rules.  
We have recently had some changes to our Committee positions with Bob Jones taking over President, Billy Kinsella taking Entertainments and Derek Fletcher becoming our Deputy Standard Bearer. A full Committee list is attached.

GREEN FIELDS:  It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Harry Byrne to the Green Fields on Wednesday 27th January 2021. Harry was a great character in the Regiment, and a very popular Member of the Merseyside Branch. His humour brightened up our monthly meetings whenever he attended. We are in contact with Harry's family and we will make whatever arrangements are necessary, within the current restrictions, to say our farewell to Harry 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS:
Location:	Walton Lea Crematorium, Warrington WA4 6TB
Date: 		Tuesday 16th February 2021 at 1340hrs

We will be providing a presence outside of the Crematorium with our Standard and some Members. Full detailed arrangements will be posted when finalised.

Not a good 18 months for our Branch in terms of Members passing on to the Green Fields. We sadly recall the loss of the Jim Owen, Frank Smith, Slim Herbett, Brian Bishop, George Mcardle and Spider Webb, from a mixture of Covid and other ailments. We pass sincere commiserations to family members for their loss.    

MEMBERS GENERAL HEALTH:   	

JOHN DIXON:  John has survived two hospital visits with the Corona Virus, Thankfully He is now out and well on his way to a full recovery.  	

1 RTR REUNION SCARBOROUGH:  Paul Ramsey attended our Zoom meeting and informed us that  it is provisionally planned the next 1RTR Scarborough Reunion to be held on the weekend25/26 June 2021, subject of course to restriction in place at the time.
	

RTR CAMBRAI BALL: Paul Ramsey will advise when the new dates and location have been decided.
We all miss the lack of socializing And in particular these two annual events. Look forward to some
[bookmark: _GoBack]positive news in the near future.  

BRANCH ENTERTAINMENTS:  It is intended to hold a Branch Function at the earliest opportunity after the restrictions are eased sufficiently for Members 	and families to be  able to travel and socialize. It is intended to arrange the first Social Function for the Branch to say a formal farewell to our departed Members and include invitations to families of those Members we have lost during the last few years.  

RTRA WEBSITE 	The development of the new RTRA Website is progressing and should be on line very shortly. This website will include individual unique areas for Branches, but enable all other Branches to maintain easy contact with each other and, hopefully, spread the word and increase country wide Membership.

MERSEYSIDE BRANCH COMMITTEE JANUARY 2021

President:				Mr Bob Jones 
	  
Chairman				Mr Dixie Deans

Secretary:				Mr Tom McClymont				

Treasurer:				Mr Patrick Carroll 
				
Social Secretary:			Mr Billy Kinsella			

Welfare Officer:			Mr  Tommy Fielding  		

Standard Bearer:			Mr Tony Dransfield 						

Deputy Standard Bearer		Mr Derek Fletcher				
								

Meets: Last Saturday of each month (except Dec) at the Vines Hotel,
81 Lime Street, Liverpool, L1 1JQ at 1.30 pm.
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